Mo, 1654 /900-E 14 Dated 19/03/200Y

‘f.
2. To

Deputy Commissioner

Gurdaspur

Subject : Notice of hearing in Suo Moto matter in
Re: News item appearing in Babushahi dated
07.02.2024 entitled “Gurdaspur Video of Illegal sand
mining goes viral prob on”. Email of Hon’ble Green
Tribunal dated 02.03.2024

Reference: Your office letter number 1563-64 FRC Dated
06/03/2024

Regarding the subject and reference letter cited above, it is humbly
submitted as under:-

1. That the Main Line UBDC Canal was under closure i.e zero

discharge upto 24.02.2024 for necessary repairs and construction

works at different places.

2, That, the alleged video which is being viral on social media
regarding the alleged mining of sand from the canal is wrong and is
not actual and factual position as per spot. It is submitted that on
aforesaid news date, Main Line UBDC canal was under closure and N
necessary repair on the Banks (Dhussi) of canal was being carried
out in area of village Dhariwal Khichian, Tehsil and District
Gurdaspur, where, major portion of the banks (Dhussi) had eroded
cdue to high discharges in the canal during running season. The
repair work was being carried out by the department through
MGNREGA labour by placing EC bags filled with soil along with the
bank of the canal to protect the eroded bank. So far the question of
JCB Machine is concerned, which is being shown in the news, the

same also was working under the authority of department and this
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machine was being used for facilitating the soil to be filled by
MGNREGA workers in EC bags for fast completion of work. It is also
humbly submitted that this work of protecting banks has been

completed and canal water is now flowing in the canal.

3. That, it is respectfully submitted that the Gram panchayats of
the above said villages had also moved applications in writing for the
repair of the eroded banks of the UBDC Main Line Canal
apprehending danger of breach during floods in rainy season.
Applications moved by the Gram Panchayats are annexed herewith

for kind perusal please.

4. That, no illegal mining of any sort was being carried out by any
person in the aforersaid canal. The above said channel of social
media has given/uploaded incomplete news without going through
the true facts and even without consulting the concerned department
under which the above said MGNREGA labour was executing work

for the repair of the banks of canal.

Keeping in view the above narrated facts, it is respectfully
submitted that the aforesaid news item dated 07.02.2024 given by
Babushahi is not according to actual and factual facts, the same is
totally incomplete, fabricated and the aforesaid false news may be

kindly ignored in the interest of justice.

I

Executive Engineer
Gurdaspur Canal

and Groundwater Division
WRD,Punjab

Gurdaspur ¢
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femm:- Notice of hearing in Suo Motu matter in re:News item appearing in

Babushahi dated 07.02.2024 entitled “Gurdaspur Video of illegal sand
mining goes viral, probe on”.
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